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TOWN OF FORT WHITE

The town of Fort White, named for a former
Second Seminole War fort built nearby in 1837,
was founded in 1870 and flourished briefly after
the arrival of the railroad in 1888. Phosphate
mining and the growing of citrus and cotton
sparked a boom that before 1900 made Fort White
the second largest city in Columbia County with
a population of nearly 2,000. The boom collapsed
when severe freezes in the winter of 1896-1897
destroyed the local citrus industry. Phosphate
mining ceased by 1910, and the boll weevil ended
cotton farming before World War I. A handful of
historic buildings, such as the Old Fort White School
(1915) remain from the town's era of prosperity.
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The Town of Fort White is located directly off several main thoroughfares; US Hwy. 27, US Hwy.
47, and CR 18, making it a desirable location for growth. In addition, Fort White is near several
State Parks, three (3) major rivers, and crystal-clear springs, some with underwater caves all of
which provide many recreational opportunities such as boating, fishing, swimming, diving,
spelunking, canoeing, kayaking, tubing, bird watching, hiking, biking, etc.

Fort White provides a small town, close-knit environment and is an excellent place to raise a
family or reside in a less hectic environment. Fort White is located between Lake City (25 miles
north) and Gainesville (30 miles south), where there are many restaurants, movies,

culture centers, museums, shopping, and excellent healthcare provided by VA Hospital,
Shands/UF Hospital, Lake City Medical Center, and North Florida Regional Hospital.

Fort White is located within Columbia County, with Lake City, Florida being the County Seat.
Lake City is home to Gateway College and St. Leo College and the VA Hospital. Gainesville is
home to Santa Fe College and the University of Florida, home of the Gators, and many
nationally ranked sporting teams.

The town's population in 2019 was estimated at approximately 600 residents.
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